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Lane County 
Board of Property Tax Appeals (BoPTA) 
2021-2022 Hearings Policy  
 

1. Scheduling 
Hearings are meetings during which the Board hears or reviews evidence regarding 
real property, personal property or waiver of late filing penalty petitions filed with 
Board of Property Tax Appeals.  
 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic all 2021-2022 hearings will be conducted remotely, 
using GoToMeeting video conference software, or by telephone.  Petitioners who 
stated they wished to appear will be provided with a link for the date and time of 
their hearing. Members of the public who wish to attend must request access and 
will be provided with a link to the hearing they wish to observe. 
 
It is the policy of the Lane County Board of Property Tax Appeals (BoPTA) that 
hearings scheduled for a specific date and time will be heard only at the time and 
date scheduled except: 
 

1. In the event of a death which prevents the petitioner or the petitioner’s 
representative from appearing at the hearing; or    

2. In the event of illness/hospitalization upon verification by a doctor; or 
3. In the event of Military Deployment. 

 
2. Evidence 

• All evidence, or supplemental evidence, to be considered must be submitted 
to the Board 24 hours, or 1 business day prior to the scheduled hearing.  For 
example, for a 10:00am Monday hearing evidence must be provided by 
10:00am the prior Friday.  For a 2:00pm Tuesday hearing, evidence must be 
received by 2:00pm Monday.  Evidence you submitted with your petition is 
on file, there is no need to resubmit it. 

• Email evidence to bopta@lanecountyor.gov. 
• All emailed evidence must include the account number and petitioner’s 

name. 
• All emailed evidence must be provided as an Adobe PDF document.   
• Any evidence submitted after the 1 business day deadline will not be 

considered by the board. 
• Screenshots, documents, or pictures held up to the camera during the 

hearing will not be considered evidence per meeting records retention 
schedule OAR 166-150-0040. 
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3. Hearing Procedures 

It is the policy of the Board of Property Tax Appeals that hearings before the Board 
will be up to fifteen (15) minutes in duration.  The BoPTA chairperson may extend 
the presentation period if the Chair feels the Board will benefit from such an 
extension, and if the schedule of hearings allow. 
 

• Each petitioner will have up to five (5) minutes to present information to 
show that the Assessor’s value is wrong, and show why the value the 
petitioner is requesting is correct. 

• The Assessor’s representative will have up to five (5) minutes to respond. 
• All decisions are final.  It is the Board’s policy that after the Board has voted, 

the hearing is concluded.  No further discussion of the petition will be 
permitted. 

 
All participants are expected to observe respectful behavior and decorum during all 
Lane County Board of Property Tax Appeals hearings.  Anyone acting in a disruptive, 
disorderly or threatening manner will be asked to leave the online meeting, and the 
hearing will be concluded, rescheduled, or postponed at the Board‘s discretion. 

 
4. Witnesses 

Witnesses will be allowed in all hearings except those concerning personal property 
(unless associated with the business under appeal), and those where neither the 
petitioner nor the petitioner’s representative can join the online meeting.  
Witnesses will not be sworn in.  They may only present evidence.  They will not be 
allowed to argue the case. 

 
5. Split Decisions 

It is the policy of the Lane County Board of Property Tax Appeals that in the case of a 
split decision when only two Board members are present at the hearing, the Board 
members will sustain the value on the rationale that no relief can be granted on the 
petition without a majority vote.  The petitioner will retain the option of appealing 
to the Magistrate Division of the Oregon Tax Court. 
 

6. Conflicts of Interest 
It is the policy of the Lane County Board of Property Tax Appeals that its members 
declare any potential or actual conflicts of interest, pursuant to ORS Chapter 244, 
before the consideration of any issue before the Board. 
 

7. Clerical Errors 
It is the policy of the Lane County Board of Property Tax Appeals to authorize the 
Board Clerk to make corrections to orders for the purpose of correcting clerical 
errors. 


